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25 AUGUST 1960
I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC

I1. ASIA-AFRICA

Turkish General Staff retires most field-
grade officers,

Cambodian deputy premier to head pur-
chasing mission to Communist China, (@)

The situation in the Congo. ®

LATE ITEM

The situation in Laos. @
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I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC

o

I1. ASIA-AFRICA

Turke%: The Turkish General Staff has notified more
_than 3, ield-grade officers in all services of their re-

tirement effective 20 August. This is a substantial propor- %{/g
tion, probably more than half, of the total. Nearly 90 per-

cent of general and flag officers were retired in early Au- “
gust.

* Cambodia - Communist China: {pPeputy Premier NhieK
Tioulong, who is heading a Cambodian mission to Peiping in
early September, will make '"certain purchases,
| | Prince Sihanouk
has recently threatened to turn to the Communist bloc for armsjt*
aid if Western military assistance to his army is not substan-
tially increased. Tioulong's Peiping visit is ostensibly con-
nected with Cambodian technicians currently being trained in
China to run Cambodia's new Peiping-sponsored industrial
plants, but the question of additional Chinese aid will undoubt-
edly be discussed. Tioulong recently proposed that he visit the
United States to discuss American economic aid. |
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——Congo: Strenuous effotts by Congo Prémier Lumumba to

~ airlift Congolese soldiers to Kasai Province appear designed
-more to forestall the secessionist trend there than to curb tribal
warfare, | st
| this troop build-up is for at- 5/

~ tack on Katanga.. Dispatch of an estimated 600 troops on 23 i&
August brought:a - warning from the anti- Lumumba leader of low- jp T
er Kasai Province that he would resist any "invasion' and would

appeal to Katanga or Belgium if necessary.

. concern over the presence of an estimated
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60 Soviet and satellite technicians in Leopoldville, some of
whom| 'seen in Iraq and Iran. The number
of such personnel increased when the Soviet vessel Arkhan-
gelsk arrived at M.atadi on 22 August with 100 trucks and an

~ undisclosed number of technicians. | (Page 1)

I1I. WATCH COMMITTEE CONCLUSIONS

A E\Io Sino-Soviet bloc country intends to initiate hostilities
against the United States or its possessions in the imme-
- diate futurej ¥

B. ﬁo Sino-Soviet bloc country intends deliberately to initiate
direct military action against US forces abroad, US allies, -}w
or areas peripheral to the Orbit in the immediate future.]

C. [ihe following developm'ents are susceptible of direct exploi-
tation by Soviet/Communist hostile action which could jeopardize
" the security of the US in the immediate future:/

@lthough Laotian Premier-designate Souvanna Phouma and
General Phoumi have agreed to broad guidelines for nego-
tiating a settlement of military and political problems, the
- negotiations themselves could break down over any of a
number of points. The Pathet Lao has called for all Lao-
tians to support the Souvanna Phouma regime and has re-
portedly strengthened its military position in the Vien-
tiane area. There is still no evidence of Chinese Commu-
-nist or North Vietnamese intentions to intervene overtly.
Communist prospects in Laos have been enhanced since the
Kong Le coup.]|
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LATE ITEM

,*Laos:@;emier-designate Souvanna Phouma claims that the
agreement he has reached with General Phoumi, leader of the
countercoup forces, has the "full" support of Captain Kong Le.

If Souvanna's claim is true, the major obstacle to implementation
of the Souvanna-Phoumi accord has been removed. Souvanna has
provided further details of the agreement to Ambassador Brown

indicating that the prime immediate consideration of both parties
is to insulate Vientiane from any military threat which might be Y4
posed by the Communist Pathet Lao insurgents.. Souvanna ex- L

pects to have the security of Vientiane assured by the weekend,
but in this as in other aspects of the situation he may be over-
sanguine. After the military situation is clarified, Souvanna
expects the formation of a "national union' government which
would exclude Pathet Lao representationﬂ \
(Page 3)
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The Situation in the Congo

The strenuous efforts which Congo Premier Lumumba
has made to airlift Congolese soldiers to Kasai Province ap-
pear designed more to forestall the secessionist trend there
than to curb tribal warfare.
| this
troop build-up is for attack on Katanga. The dispatch of an
estimated 600 Congolese troops on 23 August has also brought
a warning from Albert Kalonji, the anti-Lumumba leader of
lower Kasai Province, that he would resist any "invasion, "
and would appeal for aid to Katanga or Belgium, if necessary.

Meanwhile, Moroccan General Kettani, deputy command-
er of UN forces in the Congo, has obtained the consent of the
UN secretariat to accept Lumumba's invitation to reorganize
the Congolese forces. Kettani\

would begin this task on 26 August with the organization of
Lumumba's "ministry''--presumably defense ministry--and
his general staff. | Lumumba had wanted
'"to disband a part of his army, but I dissuaded him.'" The
Moroccan general concluded with an urgent plea for more 'qual-
ified officers." |

The precise role played by Mali troops in clashes involv-
ing Belgian troops and anti-Tshombé tribesmen in northern
Katanga remains unclear. President Tshombé's charges that
Mali troops were mutinous may be designed to vindicate his
earlier opposition to the entry of UN forces into Katanga and
to minimize the extend of pro-Lumumba sentiment among Ka-
tanga tribesmen. The commander of the Belgian troops in Ka-
tanga has denied any malfeasance on the part of the Mali con-
tingent and laid the blame for a "confused situation'' at Albert-
ville on demonstrations by the pro-Lumumba Balubakat party
leading to the postponement of the withdrawal of Belgian troops
from that city. On 24 August, a Katanga spokesman stated that
order had been restored in Albertville.
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Ethe presence in Leopoldville of an estimated 60 Soviet
and Soviet bloc technicians, some of whom |
| seen in Iraq and Iran. the feeling in
the Congolese Government is increasingly in favor of ob-
taining aid from sources other than the United Nations both
because of the "'slow progress-of UNprograms to date' and
a desire to demonstrate Congo's independence. The number
of bloc personnel in the Congo increased on 22 August when
the Soviet vessel Arkhangelsk arrived at Matadi with 100
trucks and an undisclosed number of technicians.
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Situation in Laos

&remier-designate Souvanna Phouma told Ambassador Brown
in Vientiane on 24 August that the steps on which he and General
Phoumi, leader of the countercoup forces, have agreed to re- .
solve the crisis in Laos have the "full" support of Captain Kong Le,
whose second paratroop battalion triggered the crisis by its take-
over of Vientiane two weeks ago. No word has as yet been received
directly from Kong Le, but if Souvanna's claim is true, a major
obstacle to implementation of his accord with Phoumi has been
removed. Souvanna added that Col. Sourith, the respected
commander of Laos' airborne troops, would return to Vientiane .
shortly to resume control over the second paratroop battalion.
Sourith would probably be an important influence inclining Kong
Le toward acceptance of the agreement, if the latter has not al-
ready accepted. ‘

En outlining to the ambassador his version of the understand-
ing with Phoumi, Souvanna indicated that the prime immediate
consideration of both sides was to insulate Vientiane from any mili-
tary threat which might be posed by the Pathet Lao insurgents.
General Ouane, the armed forces commander, is said to be re-
organizing the command of the forces in the capital and to be es-
tablishing defenses against the Pathet Lao. Such defenses, however,
would also be effective against the Phoumi forces should the agree~ -
ment fall through. Meanwhile, the arms previously distributed to
civilian partisans by Kong Le are, according to Souvanna, being
-recovered by the second parachute battalion, after which the unit
is supposed to withdraw to its barracks, about ten miles from
‘Vientiane. In addition, normal communications between all
military regions have been reestablisheob]

éending completion of these security arrangements, Phoumi
will retain forces at Paksane, about 100 miles east of Vientiane.
Elements in the strength of about two battalions were reported to
have arrived there from southern Laos a day or two ago. As soon
as Phoumi receives word from Quane that the security of Vientiane
is reestablished, he will withdraw these units to their home baseg

__SEGRET
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fSouvanna expects these security arrangements to be completed
by the weekend, but in this as in other aspects of the situation
he may be oversanguine.]

\After the military situation is clarified, Souvanna expects
the formation of a "national union'" government in which he may
or may not be prime minister. He plans to propose in any event
that the new government offer the Pathet Lao reintegration in the
national community--but not participation in the new government--
provided they lay down their arms. He feels that this approach
would place the onus on them for any continuation of the civil
war, and he claims that Phoumi has agreed to this tactié:[

@houmi appears to be cooperating in the implementation
of the accord, and his initial exposition of its terms| |
| agreed in broad outline with the
version Souvanna gaviTW[—[ He may, however,
place a somewhat diff onstruction on some of the details of
the understanding, which might conceivably jeopardize its imple-
mentation
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